
CREES Presents:

Manu Ethno Botany 2006

A Natural Experience - A Natural Adventure



An opportunity to LIVE, WORK & TRAIN with indigenous Matsigenka 
informants in the world famous Manu Biosphere Reserve of the Peruvian 
Amazon.



Course Aims:

To supply young scientists with a
unique blend of skills necessary to 
carry out ethnobotanical and 
conservation research with 
traditional forest peoples of the 
Amazon. 

To immerse participants in the 
tropical rainforest and the native 
peoples of Manu National Park, 
providing hands-on training 
opportunities with experienced 
researchers Shepard and Yu, and 
with Matsigenka indigenous 
informants themselves. 



Course Components:

Preliminary Programme

The first portion of the course serves as 
an introduction to the tropical forest 
environment, instilling crucial leadership, 
data collection, and survival skills, 
including first aid and canopy ascent.

Ethno Botany Programme

The second portion will expose the students to the full range of methods 
necessary for carrying out research on ethnobotany, biodiversity
conservation and resource management with indigenous Amazonian 
communities.



KEY

(1) Ashaninka Comunal Reserve
(2) Otishi National Park
(3) Matsiguenga Comunal Reserve
(4) Machupicchu Historical Sanctuary
(5) Manu National Park
(6) Alto Purus Reserved Zone
(7) Amarakaeri Comunal Reserve
(8) Los Amigos Conservation Concession
(9) Tambopata National Reserve
(10) Bahuaja Sonene National Park
(11) Madidi National Park
(12) Apolobamba Biosphere Reserve
(13) Pilón Lajas Biosphere Reserve
(14) Cotapata National Park
(15) Isiboro Secure National Park
(16) Carrasco National Park
(17) Amboró National Park

The Manu Biosphere Reserve is located in the heart of the Amazonian rainforest,
in the Madre de Dios Region of eastern Peru and is an integral component of the 
Vilcabamba Amboro Conservation Corridor (see map to the right), a thousand-
kilometer-long network of protected areas that run from Machu Picchu in Peru to 
Amboro in central Bolivia.

The Manu Biosphere Reserve



The MBR is world renowned location for biodiversity and has an abundance of wildlife. 
Biologists have documented close to 1,300 species of butterflies (15% of the World total), 
800 species of birds (9%) and 160 species of mammals (4%). 

140 species of amphibians and reptiles 
and 250 species of freshwater fish have 
also been identified over the last few 
years. Of an estimated 25,000 species 
of flowering plant in Manu, only 18% 
have yet been properly described.

The Manu Biosphere Reserve - Biodiversity



The MBR is also home to no less than eight Amerindian tribes as well as native highland 
Quechua-speaking communities and immigrant colonists (mestizos), all of whom add-up 
to a cultural mix of 18,000 people. A further 6,000 people (mainly foreigners) visit the 
MBR every year as tourists. 

The Manu Biosphere Reserve - Inhabitants



The Manu Learning Centre



The Manu Learning Centre:

• A multi-use facility for field researchers and educational 
groups

• Dedicated classroom space in each of the twin storey 
accommodation buildings

• Facilities and support that lets researchers function to their maximum potential



The Manu Learning Centre:



The Manu Learning Centre:



Intensive Training (10 days)
• Introduction to Manu

• Introductory tropical ecology

• Wilderness first aid
• Leadership Development

• Group dynamics

• Field research skills

• Canopy ascent

Preliminary Programme:



Ethno-Botany Programme:

Intensive 17 day Programme
• Ethno-botany

• Theory and methods in ethno-biology

• Cultural ecology
• Tropical botany and ecology

• Biodiversity conservation

• Community-based resource management



Practical Training

•Tree plots
•Ecological community analyses
•Distance sampling
•Demographic analysis (1 day)
•Bushmeat sustainability analysis
•Interview methods
•Business case analyses:  Ecotourism, NTFPs (1 day)
•Community and habitat mapping using GPS

Ethno-Botany Programme:



Ethno-Botany Programme Instructors:

Douglas Yu
- Graduated from Princeton in 1988 and holds a Ph.D. in biology from Harvard University
- Now a Lecturer in conservation biology at the University of East Anglia
- Has conducted research in Manu for the past fifteen years
- Currently Principal Investigator of a large-scale, interdisciplinary study of the 
sustainability of bushmeat hunting in Manu funded by the Leverhulme Trust
- Recent publications include papers and reviews in Nature, Science, Ecology, Trends in 
Ecology and Evolution, Molecular Ecology, American Naturalist and Proceedings of the 
Royal Society of London

Glenn H. Shepard Jr.
- Graduated from Princeton in 1987 and has a doctorate in Medical Anthropology from 
the University of California at Berkeley
- Was a post-doctoral fellow in Botany and Ecology at the National Institute of 
Amazonian Research (INPA) in Manaus, Brazil, from 2000-2004
- Frequent consultant for documentary films including the Emmy-award-winning "Spirits 
of the Rainforest" (Discovery Channel, 1993) and soon-to-be aired "Planet H20" (PBS, 
2006).
- Has conducted extended field research with diverse indigenous societies of Peru (1986-
present), Brazil (1999-present), and Mexico (1992-1994), and has also worked among 
Jordanian Bedouins (1985) and hill tribes of northern Thailand (1993)
- Recent publications include papers in American Anthropologist (2004), Advances in 
Economic Botany (2004), Medical Anthropology Quarterly (2002), and Journal of 
Ethnobiology (2001), as well as co-authored papers in Science (2004) and Nature (1998)



Ethno-Botany Programme:

Lecture Topics (Glenn Shepard)

• History and ethnography of Amazonian peoples
• Matsigenka household economy
• Links between cultural and biological diversity
• Major language families, ethnography, current issues
• Phonetics, phonemics, Matsigenka language overview; 
learn to tell a joke in Matsigenka!
• Ethnobiology:  Introduction and history of the discipline, 
pre-history through Age of Exploration
• Ethnobiology intro:  Cont'd:  1800-1950 (case studies: 
rubber, curare, quinine).
• Ethnobiological classification – theory overview
• Field etiquette and practical issues
• Health and education
• Indigenous rights
• Failures and successes in current indigenous resource 
management & territorial defense



Ethno-Botany Programme:

Lecture Topics (Douglas Yu)

• Conservation challenges in Amazonia
• Ethnobiological classification:  forest classification
• Sustainable resource use: wild meat
• Demography
• Alternative economic activities
• Community mapping as a land tenure technique



Course Details:
• 30 Day Programme
• Group size: 6 (min) – 16 (max)
• Starts August 18th

Ends September 17th 2006
• Cost: $3,000 per person (includes

accommodation, 3 meals a day, course 
fees, ground transport; does not include 
RT airfare to Cusco, Peru)



Contact Details:
Applications can be downloaded from
the CREES website and submitted via
email: www.crees-manu.org

Any questions please contact:

Alex Steavenson(UK):
Email: alex@crees-manu.org
Tel: +44 (0)207 590 9272

or

Quinn Meyer (Peru):
Email: quinn@crees-manu.org
Tel: +51 (0)84 262 433

noneavaempi puigoroku! (see you in August!)


